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Granite City High School is accredited by The Illinois State 
Board of Education and the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
 

The Granite City High School mission statement is to instill and inspire knowledge, 
determination, and compassion in all students. 
  
We succeed when students and graduates: 
 

 learn in a safe and supportive environment 
 develop transferable skills for college or the work force 
 demonstrate a positive work ethic through creativity, 
knowledge, and independence 
 express a strong sense of personal integrity and civic 
responsibility 
 work skillfully and compassionately with others to achieve 
common goals 

 
GCHS Administration   E-mail    Phone 618-451-5808           
Mr. Daren DePew Principal  daren.depew@gcsd9.net  ext. 2501 
 
Mr. Chris Hutchings Asst. Principal  chris.hutchings@gcsd9.net  ext. 2510 
Evening Academy 

Dr. Stacie Miller Asst. Principal  stacie.miller@gcsd9.net  ext. 2512 
Dual credit, Running Start, Testing 

Mr. Tim Moran Asst. Principal  tim.moran@gcsd9.net  ext. 2515 
Career & Tech Ed. Programs 

Ms. Nikki Petrillo Asst. Principal  nikki.petrillo@gcsd9.net  ext. 2508 
Records, Transcripts, Summer School  

 

GCHS School Resource Officer  brian.cave@gcsd9.net  ext. 2517 

            

 

Athletic Department      E-mail    Phone 618-451-5808 

Mr. John Moad  Athletic Director  john.moad@gcsd9.net  ext. 2514 

Mr. Eric Hill  Asst. Athletic Director  eric.hill@gcsd9.net   ext. 2532 

Ms. Andrea Kovalsky Athletic Trainer  andrea.kovalsky@gcsd9.net   ext. 2544 

 

 

The GCHS school events calendar and sports registration links can be found on the District website at www.gcsd9.net. 

Click Schools, choose GCHS, then Sports Activities.  Make your selection! 
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tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻr with any scheduling questions. 

Guidance Department      E-mail    Phone 618-451-5808           

Mrs. Pam Cook     pam.cook@gcsd9.net  ext. 2524 
Last names A-Ha 
SAT Testing Coordinator, AP Testing Director, Financial Aid Organizer, Facebook Page Manger 
 

Mr. Jeff Hayes , Dept. Chair   jeff.hayes@gcsd9.net   ext. 2533 
Last names Hb-N 
NCAA Counselor (National Collegiate Athletic Association), Lake School Counselor, PSAT/NMSQT Testing Coordinator, PSAT 10 Testing 
Coordinator, Running Start Counselor 
 

Mr. Scott Fandrey    scott.fandrey@gcsd9.net  ext. 2529 
Last names O-Z 
Military Liaison, PSAT 9 Testing Coordinator, Scholarship Bulletin Producer, High School Web Page Manager 
 

Mrs. Samantha Hubbard   samantha.hubbard@gcsd9.net ext. 2541 
IEP Student Counselor, FAFSA Events Manager, SSD Testing Coordinator, SLU 1818 Liaison, College Readiness Presenter 

 
Social Workers 
Mrs. Angie Bodden    angie.bodden@gcsd9.net  ext. 2504 
Ms. Jennifer Huelsmann   jennifer.huelsmann@gcsd9.net ext. 2539 
 
Secretary 
Mrs. Marilyn Chrusciel    marilyn.chrusciel@gcsd9.net  ext. 2542 

Students may visit the Guidance Dept. link on the high school website for college, scholarship, testing, career 
planning, NCAA, and other information.  There are resource links available to assist with high school and post-
secondary education planning.  The school code for SAT/ACT testing is 142120. The department link can be 
found at www.gcsd9.net. Click GCHS, GCHS Info, Departments, Services, then Guidance.  

Please contact any Department Chair with questions related to a specific class. 

Department Chair  Department               E-mail  Phone 618-451-5808           
Ms. Denise Albrecht   Math      denise.albrecht@gcsd9.net  ext. 2519 

Mr. Bruce Frank    5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ    bruce.frank@gcsd9.net    ext. 2540 

Mrs. Amy Heath   Science     amy.heath@gcsd9.net  ext. 2534 

Mr. Jake Janek    Physical Education    Jacob.janek@gcsd9.net  ext. 2547 

Mr. Billy Laycock   Industrial Technology    billy.laycock@gcsd9.net  ext. 2532 

Mrs. Lisa Miller    English     lisa.miller@gcsd9.net   ext. 2520 

Mrs. Debra Mills   Special Education    debra.mills@gcsd9.net  ext. 2521 

Mrs. Chandra Bristol   Business & Technology    chandra.bristol@gcsd9.net  ext. 2526 

Mr. Wyatt Roberds   Fine & Performing Arts   wyatt.roberds@gcsd9.net  ext. 2528 

Mr. Vince Willaredt   Social Studies     vince.willaredt@gcsd9.net  ext. 2505 

 

GCHS Media Center Specialist 
Mr. Paul Macios       paul.macios@gcsd9.net  ext. 2518 

Visit the Media Center website for career research links, access to online research tools and databases, open 
lab times, and reading program information. The web address is www.gcsd9.net, choose Family Resources, 
then find Media Center tab on left side of screen. 
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This booklet is provided to assist students and parents in making informed decisions about the 
course offerings at Granite City High School.  A guidance counselor will assist students in 
selecting courses to meet the requirements for graduation and to fulfill future career plans 
such as college and/or occupational choices.  If you have any questions concerning 
registration, please contact the Guidance Department at 618-451-5808 ext. 2542 

 
GCHS Graduation Requirements 
20 credits are required for graduation 

Most courses at GCHS provide students an opportunity to earn a half credit, 0.50 when passed.  A few courses 
are offered on a quarterly basis; these classes award .25 credits.  Please refer to course descriptions for 
specific details.  Any student interested in early graduation must fulfill all requirements.  If you are interested 
in early graduation, please inform your guidance counselor. 

¶ 4 years of English (8 semesters - unless enrolled in a CTE multi-hour class junior and/or senior year, 
then 1 class each Fall semester may be waived)  

¶ 3 years of Math (must include one year of both Algebra and Geometry content) (6 semesters) 

¶ 2 years of Science (4 semesters) 

¶ 2 years of Social Studies (4 semesters) 
o American History courses required (2 semesters) 
o Civics required (1 semester) 
o Additional coursework: consumer education requirement and/or elective courses 

¶ 3 years of Physical Education (12 quarters; students are not enrolled when taking IŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ Ed)  

¶ 9 ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ όƻǊ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜύ 
o 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CŜŜǎΥ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ϷнлΣ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ϸнрл 

¶ 1 semester of Health  

¶ 1 year of Computer Literacy (beginning with class of 2026): Tech Essentials or Computer Concepts 
coupled with Spring English courses meets this requirement 

¶ 1 semester of Consumer Education: Adulting 101, Consumer Home Management, or Economics  

¶ 1 year of elective credits from one of the following areas: Business & Technology, Fine Arts, or Career 
and Technical Education  
 

Academic Policies 
1. Students must be enrolled in a minimum of 5 academic courses per semester; this does not include 

lunch/half hour class assignment or Physical Education.  
2. Requests for schedule changes must be made no later than the announced date each semester. 
3. Schedule changes will not be allowed for the following reasons:  

a. teacher change/request (unless the student has previously failed the course with the teacher) 
b. lunch changes 
c. specific class or hour requests 
d. to move between permit courses 

4. If a student fails a course or wishes to make an elective change, he/she must see their counselor by the 
announced date or a selection will be made for them. 

5. Weighted grades will be calculated each semester. 
6. Courses identified as dual credit are subject to approval by the cooperating college.  SWIC courses are 

currently offered at no cost to students, SLU 1818 courses are offered at a discounted tuition.  
7. Any students receiving a Ψ5έ ƎǊŀŘŜ in an Accelerated course may be moved into the regular college-

prep section of the course the following semester (non-accelerated).   
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GPA Calculation 
Final average and class rank are based on all semester grades earned. 
Regular Classes   A=5 B=4 C=3 D=2 F=0 
Honors/AP (Weighted classes) A=6 B=5 C=4 D=2 F=0 

 
GCHS Grading Scale      
90 ς 100 A   80 ς 89 B 70 ς 79  C 60 ς 69  D 59 and below F 
 

College and Career Support Services 
¶ Tutoring is available two days a week after school in the Media Center. 

Teachers are available during this time to help students with their 
coursework. 

¶ Peer tutoring is available during half hour lunch periods; students may attend for assistance with 
homework or to help prepare for tests. 

¶ The GCHS Media Center is open two days a week after school for students needing to conduct 
research, type papers, or work on projects for class assignments. 

¶ The GCHS Media Center provides information related to career research and links to databases for 
specific course research.  

¶ The GCHS Guidance Department provides scholarship, testing, and post-secondary planning 
information.  

¶ GCHS offers students the opportunity to attend a College Night on the SIUE Campus to meet with 
approximately 100 colleges to learn more about their programs of study. 

¶ GCHS provides Financial Aid workshops for students and parents. 

¶ GCHS provides a FAFSA night (Free Application for Federal Aid) for students and parents to complete 
the necessary documentation to meet college entry requirements.  

¶ GCHS may host an Industrial Career Night for students interested in attending a technical or industrial 
school upon high school graduation. 

¶ GCHS offers an SAT test-prep workshop each Spring through the ZAPS organization.  

¶ GCHS may offer SAT or PSAT study hall options for students to help them prepare for state testing.  

¶ Study sessions are arranged by staff the week before final exams.  Students are encouraged to form 
groups, bring study materials, and prepare for their assessment with their peers and teachers in a 
supportive and casual atmosphere.   

¶ GCHS has two social workers and four counselors available to assist students with any personal or 
confidential needs. 

Recommended Courses for College Admissions 
1. ACT and SAT test results show that when students have completed a core academic curriculum while in 

high school, they substantially outperform those in college who have less academic preparation.  ACT 
and SAT considers the following a core academic curriculum: 

¶ 4 years of English 

¶ 3 years of social studies 

¶ 3 years of laboratory sciences 

¶ 3 years of mathematics (beginning at a level not less than Algebra 1) 
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2. The admission requirements approved by the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) for high school 
subjects needed to meet minimum requirements for baccalaureate degree transfer programs in 
community colleges and baccalaureate degree programs in public universities include: 

¶ 4 years of English (emphasizing written and oral communication and literature) 

¶ 3 years of social studies (emphasizing history and government) 

¶ 3 years of mathematics (introductory through advanced algebra, geometry, trigonometry, or 
fundamentals of computer programming) 

¶ 3 years of sciences (laboratory sciences) 

¶ 2 years of electives: foreign language, music, art, business, or vocational education 

For more information about admissions to Illinois public universities please visit                             
www.iacac.org/state-universities-illinois.  A PDF file with entrance requirements, fields of study, school 
comparisons, and application deadlines may be obtained. 

 
  

Dual Credit Offerings

Adulting 101

CEO, CEO-A

Computer Concepts 

Computer Concepts A

Digital Marketing

Illustrator CC

Photoshop CC

Small Business Basics

Technology Essentials

Video Production

Web Coding & Design

Physical Education 
(*select sports)

Voc. Machine 
Technology 1 & 2

Voc. Machine 
Technology 3 & 4

Voc. Welding  1 &2

Voc. Welding  3 & 4

Voc. Building Trades      
1 & 2

Voc. Electricity 3 & 4 

Spanish            
(** pending approval)

English 7  (SWIC GPA 
approved sections)

English 8 (SWIC GPA 
approved sections) 

English 7A  

English 8A

English 8: Creative 
Writing

Environmental     
Science 1 & 2

No tuition or fees 

Most dual-credit courses award college credit at the end of one semester, 

others require students to be enrolled for two semesters.   

*Volleyball and Weight training are offered for PE dual credit 

Yearlong courses include all Industrial courses, CEO, and Environmental 

Science. **Spanish classes that are being evaluated may include year long 

course as well as semester options. 

SWIC does not limit the number of dual-credit courses a student can take. 

 

http://www.iacac.org/state-universities-illinois
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AP Course Offerings 

AP courses are College Board approved classes.  Students may take an AP test in the Spring semester to earn a 

transferable score to a college or university.  A test fee is required.  See your guidance counselor for more 

information.  

AP Courses: Civics A, English 5A, Biology 3A&4A, Calculus 1A&2A, American History 1A, American History 2A. 

SLU 1818 

Dual Credit Offerings

AP American History 1A

AP American History 2A

Global Issues 

Global Issues A

Chemistry 3A

Chemistry 4A

AP Biology 3A & 4A

AP Calculus 1A & 2A

Discounted tuition  

Most dual-credit courses award college credit at the end of one 

semester, others require students to be enrolled for two 

semesters.  

Yearlong courses are AP Calculus 1A & 2A and                               

AP Biology 3A & 4A.  

SLU limits student dual credit to 11 hours per semester. Yearlong 

courses count toward the 11 hours in each semester.  
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*Foreign language preparation may be recommended or required by colleges or universities.  ** State supported schools in Illinois 
may accept vocational education or fine arts courses in lieu of foreign language; check with specific colleges. 
The chart above compares the academic expectations of various secondary opportunities available to graduates.  It is intended only 
as a general guide.  High school Guidance Counselors are a resource but specific questions should be directed to the admissions 
department at the college/university.  Their decisions are usually based on the number of academic courses taken by a student, 

his/her grade point average (G PA), and the standardized admission test score (ACT, SAT).

GCHS Graduation Requirements &  
Future Academic Preparation Coursework Guide 

ACADEMIC 
AREAS 

GCHS Graduation 
Requirements 

2-Year 
College, 

Vocational 
School, or 
Military 

4-Year College or 
University 

4-Year Highly 
Selective College or 

University 

ENGLISH 
 

4 Years 4 Years 4 Years 
Emphasis on writing, 
literature, and oral 
communications 

4 Years 
Emphasis on writing, 
literature, and oral 
communications 

MATHEMATICS 
 

3 Years 
 
Algebra content  
Geometry content  

Additional course 

3 Years 
 
Requirements 
may vary, check 
with school or 
recruiter 

3 Years 
Minimum 

 College prep Algebra  
College prep Geometry  
Additional college prep 
math course 
(STEM majors should take 
4 years.) 

4 Years  
Recommended 

College prep Algebra  
College prep Geometry  
Additional college prep 
math class such as Pre-
Calc or Calculus  

SCIENCE 
(Laboratory 
Sciences) 
 

2 Years 2 Years 3 Years 
Minimum 

College prep courses in 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Anatomy, or Environmental 
Science.   (STEM majors 
should take 4 years.) 

4 Years  
Recommended 

College prep courses in 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Anatomy, or 
Environmental Science 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

2 Years 
US History - 1 year 
Civics - 1 semester  
Consumer Education 
course OR  
Elective ς 1 semester 

2 Years 3 Years 
 
Emphasis on History and 
Government 

3-4 Years 
 
Check with specific 
school for requirements 

FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE 
 

None required 
Spanish is offered as an 

Elective 

None required 2-3 Years* 3-4 Years* 

FINE ARTS OR 
VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

1 year 
Choose from elective 
courses 

None required 2 Years** 
May include Music, Art, 
Business or Industrial 
Tech courses 

             1 Year  
Recommended 

ADDITIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

Driver Education,  
Health, Consumer Ed., 
Computer Literacy 

   

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

6 semesters/12 quarters 
Guidance Counselors have 
information related to 
waivers 
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Course Description Information 
Department Course Listings 
The courses offered at GCHS are listed by department.  The departments are listed in alphabetical order within 
this book. 
 
Course Titles 
Course titles reflect the core area of study within that course.  Some course titles include special designations.  
The following explain the significance of these designations: 

¶ Honors Courses ς these courses are more rigorous, enriched, and are taught at an accelerated 
pace.  These courses receive weighted grades.  

¶ Advanced Placement (AP) Courses ς AP courses meet the requirements of the College Board 
Advanced Placement curriculum.  These courses are designed to prepare students to take the 
advanced placement test for that course, an optional test given in the Spring.  Depending upon 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜŀǊƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛt.  
Any student wishing to take the AP exam at the end of the course will be responsible for the testing 
fee set by College Board. 
Biology 3A & 4A    English 5A    Civics A    Calculus 1A & 2A    American History 1A & 2 A 

 
NCAA  

Courses with this symbol are NCAA-approved courses. (National Collegiate Athletic Association) 
 
 

Writing Intensive  
Courses with this symbol meet the state requirement for writing intensive coursework. 
 

 
Prerequisites  
Any specific prerequisites for the course are listed behind this label.  Please follow these closely to ensure the 
student has success within the course 
 
Course Credit 
The credit available for each course is indicated and calculated into the overall graduation requirements. 
 
Dual Credit  

If a course provides the opportunity for a student to earn college credit through SLU 1818 or SWIC, it 
will be identified as a dual-credit course by this symbol.  SLU and SWIC may require a minimum GPA 
for enrollment. Check with guidance counselors for more information. 

 
Course Description 
The course description indicates the major concepts that will be covered within the course.  
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
Grade 9 10 11 12 
 
 
 

Career Exploration 
 
Computer Concepts 
 
Computer Concepts A  
 
Introduction to Video 
Game Coding 
 
Technology Essentials 

Business Accounting 
 
Business Accounting A 
 
Career Exploration 
 
Computer Concepts  
 
Computer Concepts A 
 
Digital Marketing 
 
Illustrator CC 
 
Introduction to Video 
Game Coding 
 
Photoshop CC 
 
Technology Essentials 
 
Website Coding & 
Design 
 
 

Adulting 101 
 
Advanced Video 
Production 1 
 
Business Accounting 
 
Business Accounting A 
 
Career Exploration 
 
Computer Concepts 
 
Computer Concepts A 
 
Digital Marketing 
 
Illustrator CC 
 
Introduction to Video 
Game Coding 
 
Photoshop CC 
 
Small Business Basics 
 
Technology Essentials 
 
Video Production 
 
Website Coding & 
Design 
 
 

Adulting 101 
 
Advanced Video 
Production 1,2,3 
 
Business Accounting 
 
Business Accounting A 
 
Career Exploration 
 
CEO, CEO(A) 
 
Computer Concepts  
 
Computer Concepts A 
 
Cooperative Education 
(Co-op) 
 
Digital Marketing 
 
Illustrator CC 
 
Introduction to Video 
Game Coding 
 
Photoshop CC 
 
Small Business Basics 
 
Technology Essentials 
 
Video Production 
 
Website Coding & 
Design 
 
Workplace Skills & 
Procedures (taken if 
enrolled in Co-op) 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ
Adulting 101 

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:    None 

This course meets the consumer education 

graduation requirement.   

The class is designed to help students prepare for life 

after high school. Topics in this class include savings, 

investments, interest rates, credit purchases, and 

developing personal finance skills (paycheck, tax forms, 

check writing, budgeting, etc.) as well as career and 

college research, completion of job and college 

applications, resume, job interview tips, Basic life skills 

will also be taught.  

Business Accounting 

Spring  

Grade:   10, 11, 12     

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  3.5 GPA 

Accounting is a course that is highly recommended 

for students who are interested in pursuing a college 

degree in business or accounting.  Basic arithmetic 

skills are used in accounting. Students will learn 

accounting concepts and procedures that will be 

helpful in everyday life as well as in career 

development. In addition to written work, 

computerized accounting will be emphasized.  

Students taking this class should have a good 

concept of basic math functions and good reasoning 

ability.  

 

 

 

 

 

Business Accounting A  

Spring 

Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:    4.5 GPA 

This is an Honors course that includes the topics 

covered in Business Accounting, but at an 

accelerated pace with additional projects assigned. 

Career Exploration 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  9-12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  None 

Choosing a career path is one of the most challenging life 

decisions.  When students have a positive vision of their 

future, they are inspired to set and achieve goals and 

become more focused, motivated learners. Throughout 

this process, goal-setting, decision-making, critical-

thinking, teamwork, and long-term planning, enables 

students to realistically look into the future and take 

responsibility for their lives. A variety of careers will be 

explored as well as self-interest inventory activities to 

help students plan future coursework and make plans for 

achieving post-secondary goals.  

CEO Program   

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 each semester  

Prerequisites: Requires a one-year commitment. 

Keyboarding skills recommended. Teacher 

permit required.   

This course meets off campus daily for 90 minutes. 

Students must have their own transportation. Students 

will learn the process of entrepreneurship through the 

curriculum which includes visits to many area 

businesses. Students will develop the skills to write two 

or three business plans to present to local business 

investors. Students will be required to start a business 

and showcase it to the community. Students will develop 

skills for problem solving, critical thinking, 

communication, collaboration, flexibility, adaptability, 

creativity and innovation. 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ
CEO Program A   

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 each semester  

Prerequisites:   Same as above & 4.5 GPA  

Additional language and writing assignments 

incorporated with traditional class section. 

Computer Concepts 

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  Keyboarding skills recommended 

Most businesses and colleges require that 

employees/students have the basic understanding 

and knowledge of the most popular software 

programs in the world. This is an orientation-level 

course designed to help students achieve the desired 

skills that are needed and used in the workplace, at 

college, and at home. Students will apply problem-

solving skills to hands-on, real-life situations using 

Microsoft Office and other software applications. 

Computer Concepts A  

Fall & Spring  

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:    4.5 GPA 

This is an Honors course that includes the topics 

covered in Computer Concepts, but at an 

accelerated pace with additional projects assigned. 

 

 

 

 

Digital Marketing   

Fall 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites: None 

This course introduces students to basic marketing 

concepts through practical and real-world 

applications. Students will demonstrate their 

knowledge through hands-on applications and 

projects. Focus will also be placed on digital and 

social media marketing strategies. The latest digital 

marketing trends will be discussed as well as 

creating a brand presence on various social 

networks such as Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘΦ 
Introduction to Video Game Coding 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Students will learn all aspects of the creative, 

business and technological components required to 

launch a new video game.  This is a project-based 

course using Game Maker software.  Topics of 

study include: design (understanding application 

software; storyboard and game creation), 

programming (understanding programming code; 

role of programmers on a game-design team), and 

management (playability and functionality testing).  

Students will have the opportunity to create their 

own video game. 

Illustrator CC  

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:   None 

Adobe Illustrator CC is the industry-standard 

illustration program used for creating vector 

images. These images are used to create company 

logos, package design, poster art and web graphics. 

This is a project-based course designed to provide 

students with a basic background in the graphic 

design field. 

Photoshop CC     

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 

Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  None 

Adobe Photoshop CC is the industry-standard 

software program used for image editing, graphic 

design and digital art. This is a project-based course 

designed to teach students how to create, edit, 

retouch and transform images/pictures.  

Small Business Basics (School Store)  

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites: Permit class; AND one of 

the following courses: Digital 

Marketing, Accounting, 

Photoshop, Illustrator or Web 

Page Design 
 

Students will learn about the various business 

concepts, functions, and skills involved in running a 

successful school-based enterprise.  Topics will 

include, but are not limited to: accounting, research, 

promotion, planning, managing, and selling. 

 

Technology Essentials 

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  9, 10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  None 

With the growing use of technology in everyday 

society, students will develop basic skills in touch 

keyboarding techniques for entering alpha-numeric 

and symbol information. Students will be 

introduced to Edu-Typing & various Google Apps.  

Throughout this course, emphasis will be placed on 

improving keyboarding skills along with increasing 

speed and accuracy. 

Video Production 

Fall  

SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites: Journalism or Photoshop 

This project-based course is designed to provide 

students with the skills needed for a career in the 

technical aspects of broadcasting. Instruction 

includes camera operations, audio and video 

editing, sound and lighting techniques, and sound 

mixing. Students will gain an understanding of the 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘΦ
 

basic principles and concepts of digital video 

production using digital video cameras, digital still 

cameras, and computer software for finished video 

productions. Students will be required to produce 

individual videos as well as a variety of cooperative 

productions.  

Advanced Video Production 1 

Spring 

Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites: Video Production 

This course will expand on the topics explored in 

Video Production. In a team-based environment, 

students will develop projects for a variety of 

GCHS and community activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Coding & Design 

Fall and Spring 

SWIC dual credit offered 

Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  Intro to Video Game Coding 
 

This course is a project-based course designed to 

give students the ability to plan, design, create, and 

maintain web pages and web sites by reading and 

writing basic HTML code. Students will learn how 

to critically evaluate website quality, learn about 

web standards, and how to create and maintain 

quality web pages. 
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/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŎƻƴǘΦ 
 

Workplace Skills & Procedures 

Fall and Spring 

Grade: 12 

Credit:  1.0 

Prerequisites: Enrolled in co-op program 

This course provides students with career 

exploration and workplace skills.  Topics covered 

include: personal and career development, 

workplace ethics, effective writing and 

communication skills, office etiquette, time 

management and proper business behavior and 

attire.  

Interrelated Co-op A.M. (worksite) 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: Application; Permit  

This course is a continuation of Workplace Skills & 

Procedures.  Students attend work site training in 

the morning and classes in the afternoon. 

 

Interrelated Co-op P.M. (worksite) 
Fall and Spring 

Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: Application; Permit  

This course is a continuation of Workplace Skills & 

Procedures.  Students attend classes in the morning 

and work site training in the afternoon.  

TMH Work Training ï AM (worksite)  

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: IEP; Application; Permit  

Students will attend sheltered workshop at New 

Opportunities. 

 

SP Cooperative Work Experience 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: Enrolled in co-op program 

A work-related class for students enrolled in         

SP Co-op AM/PM.  This course teaches 

competencies for a variety of work situations to 

assist in their post-graduate goals. 

 

SP Café Co-op 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: IEP; Counselor/Teacher 

recommendation; Permit 

Students work in GCHS cafeteria under the 

direction of the Co-op coordinator and cafeteria 

staff.  

 

SP Co-op A.M. (worksite) 
Fall and Spring 

Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: IEP; Application; Permit  

This course is a continuation of Cooperative Work 

Experience.  Students attend work site training in 

the morning and classes in the afternoon. 

SP Co-op P.M. (worksite) 

Fall and Spring 

Grade:  12 

Credit:   1.0 

Prerequisites: IEP; Application; Permit  

This course is a continuation of Cooperative Work 

Experience.  Students attend classes in the morning 

and work site training in the afternoon.
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5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ

Driverôs Safety 

Fall and Spring 
Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12 
Credit:   0.25 
Prerequisites: Permit; Registration is done 

according to student's 
birthday. 

According to 105 ILCS 5/27-23 - Illinois School 
Code, and HB 418, students must have passed 8 
courses the previous twƻ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊǎΧǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭŘǎ 
true for public schools as well as driver training 
schools.   

Drivers' Education is offered in two phases.                                                                                           

In the first phase students have nine weeks of 

classroom work (Drivers' Safety).  All students will 

be scheduled for safety class based on their age and 

the number of classes passed and students must be 

15 years of age for classroom instruction.  Students 

choosing to waive Physical Education will not be 

enrolled in Driversô Safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driverôs Training 

Fall and Spring 
Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12 
Credit:   0.125 
Permit: Permit; Registration is done 

according to student's 
birthday. 

According to 105 ILCS 5/27-23 - Illinois School 
Code, and HB 418, students must have passed 8 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǿƻ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊǎΧǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭŘǎ 
true for public schools as well as driver training 
schools.  

Phase two is four weeks of behind-the-wheel 

training (Drivers' Training).  Note:  ALL students 

must have 6 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction 

in order to take the driving test before age 18.  The 

top 12 students with the highest grades in safety 

class will drive during the school day; other 

students who pass safety will have the opportunity 

to drive before and after school.  Students passing 

both phases will receive their blue slip which is 

done electronically with the state.  This allows the 

student to take the road test for their driver's license. 

COSTS:  

1). The Initial Instruction Permit 
is $20.00 payable to Secretary of 
State. This fee is subject to 
change and it is set by the 
Secretary of State.        

2) The Lab Fee for Driver's 
Training is $250.00 and is 
payable to GCHS. 
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9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 

 

Grade 9 10 11 12 
 
 
 

English 1 
 
English 1: Sports Lit. 
 
English 1A 
 
English 1B 
 
English 2 
 
English 2A 
 
English 2B 
 
Literacy & Numeric 
Success (elective) 
 
 
 
 
 

English 3 
 
English 3A 
 
English 3B 
 
English 4 
 
English4: 
Argumentation & 
Debate 
 
English 9/10 
 
Journalism 
 
Journalism 2 
 
Yearbook 
 
Yearbook/Lunch 
 
 

English 5 
 
English 5A 
 
English 5/7: Multi-
Cultural Lit., Reading, & 
Rhetoric  
 
English 5B 
 
English 6 
 
English 6A 
 
English 6B 
 
English 11/12 
 
Journalism 
 
Journalism A 
 
Journalism 2 
 
Public Speaking 
 
Yearbook 
 
Yearbook/Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 

English 7 
 
English 7: World Lit. 
 
English 7A  
 
English 5/7: Multi-
Cultural Lit., Reading, & 
Rhetoric  
 
English 7B 
 
English 8: Composition 
 
English 8: Creative 
Writing 
 
English 8A 
 
English 8B 
 
English 11/12 
 
Journalism 
 
Journalism 2 
 
Public Speaking 
 
Yearbook 
 
Yearbook/Lunch 
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9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ        
 

English 1  

Fall  

Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  2.5 GPA 

This college preparatory freshman level course 

focuses on reading fiction and non-fiction, writing, 

and grammar.  There is a focus on writing with a 

minimum of three writing assignments given. 

Students will be exposed to gathering sources, 

summarizing, and distinguishing between valid and 

fallacious evidence.  Students enrolled in this course 

are required to read To Kill a Mockingbird and a 

Charles Dickens' novel, as well as other works.  

Students will  learn perception checks, 

denotation/connotation and give one speech.  

English 1A 

Fall 
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  4.5 GPA 

This accelerated college preparatory freshman  

level course focuses on reading fiction and non-

fiction, writing, and grammar.  There is a focus on 

writing with a minimum of three writing 

assignments given.  Students will be exposed to 

gathering sources, summarizing, and distinguishing 

between valid and fallacious evidence.  Students in 

this course will also go through the research 

process.  Students enrolled in this course are 

required to read To Kill a Mockingbird, Night, and a 

Charles Dickens' novel, as well as a variety of other 

works.  Students will complete additional readings 

beyond those required at the 1 and 1B levels. 

Students will  learn perception checks, 

denotation/connotation and give one speech. 

 

 

 

 

English 1B  

Fall  
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: GPA below 2.5  

This freshman level course focuses on reading 

fiction and non-fiction, writing, and grammar.  A 

main component of this course is on improving 

reading skills, writing skills, and grammatical skills.  

There is a focus on writing with a minimum of three 

writing assignments given.  Students will be 

exposed to gathering sources, summarizing, and 

distinguishing between valid and fallacious 

evidence.  Students enrolled in this course are 

required to read To Kill a Mockingbird, and a 

Charles Dickensô novel, as well as a variety of other 

works.  Students will  learn perception checks, 

denotation/connotation and give one speech.   

 

English 1: Sports Literature 

Fall 
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  None 

This freshman course focuses on reading, writing, 

grammar, and speaking and listening skills with an 

emphasis in sports literature.  Discussions will 

revolve around real-world themes such as pride, 

identity, heroism, dedication, disappointment, and 

trails using sports-based audiences. 
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English cont. 

English 2   

Spring 
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  2.5 GPA 

This college preparatory course is a continuation of 

English 1.  Students will focus on and build upon 

the skills to which they were exposed in English 1.   

Students will write a minimum of three writing 

assignments.  Students enrolled in this course are 

required to read Romeo and Juliet, The Odyssey, as 

well as a variety of other works.  Students will learn 

about personality styles, group communication, and 

deliver one speech. 

 

English 2A     

Spring  
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 4.5 GPA overall or in subject 

area 

This accelerated course is a continuation of English 

1A.  Students will focus on and build upon the skills 

to which they were exposed in English 1A.  

Students enrolled in this course are required to read 

Romeo and Juliet, The Odyssey, as well as a variety 

of other works.  Students will complete additional 

readings and writing assignments beyond those 

required at the 2 and 2B levels. Students will write a 

minimum of 3 writing assignments. Students will 

learn about personality styles, group 

communication, and deliver one speech. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
English 2B 

Spring  
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: GPA below 2.5 

This freshman level course is a continuation of 

English 1B.  Students will focus on and build upon 

the skills to which they were exposed in English 1B.  

Students enrolled in this course are required to read, 

Romeo and Juliet, The Odyssey, as well as a variety 

of other works. Students will write a minimum of 3 

writing assignments.   Students will learn about 

personality styles, group communication, and 

deliver one speech. 

 

 

English 3  

Fall and Spring 
Grade:   10 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 

The development of quality grammar, writing, and 

reading skills continue to be the focus in this course. 

There is a minimum of three writing assignments, 

including a small research project, and a persuasive 

essay.   Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read Night, Of Mice and Men, as well as a variety 

of other works.  Students will also read at least one 

play.  Students will also learn about Socratic circles, 

listening skills, and deliver one speech. 
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English cont. 
English 3A 

Fall 
Grade:   10 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 4.5 GPA overall or in subject 

area 

The development of quality grammar, writing, and 

reading skills continue to be the focus in this course. 

There is a minimum of three writing assignments, 

including a small research project, and a persuasive 

essay.   Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read Death of a Salesman as well as a variety of 

other works.  Students will complete additional 

readings and writing assignments beyond those 

required at the 3 and 3B levels.  Students will also 

learn about Socratic circles, listening skills, and 

deliver one speech. 

 

English 3B 

Fall and Spring   
Grade:   10 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: GPA below 3.0 

The development of quality grammar, writing, and 

reading skills continue to be the focus in this course.  

There is a minimum of three writing assignments, 

including a small research project, and a persuasive 

essay.   Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read Anthem, as well as a variety of other works.  

Students will also read at least one play. Students 

will also learn about Socratic circles, listening 

skills, and deliver one speech. 

 

 

 

English 4   

Spring  
Grade:   10 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course will integrate most categories of ELA 

standards, focusing on the communication and 

research skills necessary to develop sound 

arguments and idea construction.  The course will 

focus on writing and speaking and listening 

standards with the inclusion of additional standards 

in the reading of informational texts and language. 

These skills will provide building blocks for other 

communication and research-inclusive courses 

traditionally taken in the junior and senior years. 

 

 

English 4: 
Argumentation and Debate 

Spring 
Grade:   10 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  None 

Students will explore the elements of public 

speaking, conduct research, explore the elements of 

argumentation and debate, and compose 

presentations. Students will research and write 

arguments, participate in debates, learn presentation 

skills, complete peer critique and analysis of cases, 

and be involved in mentoring.
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English cont. 

English 5  

Fall   
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 

This course is intended to provide the student with 

the knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of 

our national literature.  A wide variety of genres and 

writers from different periods of American literature 

will be presented to afford the student examples of 

significant contributions and influences upon the 

nation's literature.  The class is organized 

chronologically; early American literature is the 

starting point for this semester.  This semester will 

focus on extensive grammar review as well.  There 

are three required writing assignments, including a 

research project focusing on a historical event 

studied in the course (using MLA guidelines). One 

of the writing assignments will be a persuasive 

paper.  Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read The Crucible, as well as a variety of other 

works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP English 5A 

Fall 
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 4.5 GPA overall or in subject 

area 

This course is intended to provide the student with 

the knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of 

our national literature.  A wide variety of genres and 

writers from different periods of American literature 

will be presented to afford the student examples of 

significant contributions and influences upon the 

nation's literature.  The class is organized 

chronologically; early American literature is the 

starting point for this semester.  This semester will 

focus on extensive grammar review as well.  There 

are three required writing assignments, including a 

research project focusing on a historical event 

studied in the course (using MLA guidelines). One 

of the writing assignments will be a persuasive 

paper.  Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read The Crucible, as well as a variety of other 

works.  Students will complete additional readings 

and writing assignments beyond those required at 

the 5 and 5B levels. 

English 5/7 Multi-Cultural Lit., Reading, & 
Rhetoric 

Fall   
Grade:   11 or 12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 3.0 GPA, may be take only 

once, either in the junior or 
senior year 

This course focuses on literature and readings by 

multi-cultural authors and about multi-cultural 

topics, as well as writing about this literature and 

writing in linguistically appropriate styles. Speaking 

and listening will also be integrated into coursework 

and/or assignments. Students in this course will 

read, write, and think while applying skills of 

context and connecting reading with life.  Written 

assessments will be the primary focus of evaluation.
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English cont.  

 English 5B 

Fall 
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  GPA below 3.0 

This course is intended to provide the student with 

the knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of 

our national literature.  A wide variety of genres and 

writers from different periods of American literature 

will be presented to afford the student examples of 

significant contributions and influences upon the 

nation's literature.  The class is organized 

chronologically; early American literature is the 

starting point for this semester.  This semester will 

focus on extensive grammar review as well.  There 

are three required writing assignments, including a 

research project focusing on a historical event 

studied in the course (using MLA guidelines). One 

of the writing assignments will be a persuasive 

paper.  Students enrolled in this course are required 

to read The Crucible, as well as a variety of other 

works. 

English 6   

Spring   
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 

This course is a continuation of English 5.  The 

tasks in this course are similar to those in English 5; 

however, the focus of this course is on modern 

American literature.  Students will be required to 

read Farewell to Arms, The Great Gatsby, and In 

Cold Blood, as well as a variety of other work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 6A     

Spring  
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  4.5 GPA 

Recommended for 
Secondary Honors 

This course is a continuation of English 5A.  The 

tasks in this course are similar to those in English 

5A; however, the focus of this course is on modern 

American literature.  Students will be required to 

read Farewell to Arms, The Great Gatsby, and 

Grapes of Wrath, as well as a variety of other 

works.   Students will complete additional readings 

and writing assignments beyond those required at 

the 6 and 6B levels. 

English 6B 

Fall 
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  GPA below 3.0 

This course is a continuation of English 5B.  The 

tasks in this course are similar to those in English 

5B; however, the focus of this course is on modern 

American literature.  Students will be required to 

read Inherit the Wind, Old Man and the Sea, as well 

as a variety of other works. 
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English cont. 

English 7 

Fall 
SWIC dual credit offered for qualifying sections 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 3.0 GPA. SWIC GPA 

requirement 3.25 for dual 
credit sections offered 

This course focuses on plays, novels, nonfiction, 

and short stories that relate to issues of 

contemporary society, especially concerning the 

workplace.  Students will read classic fiction which 

relates to the work world today, as well as modern 

pieces that are also relevant.  Students will respond 

to the readings in a variety of ways:  class 

discussion, collaborative projects, and a minimum 

of four multi-paragraph essays.  

 

English 7: English World Literature 

Fall 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 

Students will survey the literature of Great Britain 

and its immediate neighbors, including some of its 

colonial interests.  Because literature is produced in 

terms of its historical context events, we will also 

examine some of the history of the country.  

Students will respond to literature in various ways 

including class discussion, collaborative projects, 

and multi-paragraph compositions.  

 

 

 

 

 

English 7A 

Fall 
SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 4.5 GPA overall or in subject 

area.  

English 7A in collaboration with SWIC English 101 

is designed to help students write papers for a 

variety of general and specific audiences.  Students 

will learn to recognize features that make writing 

effective, and learn different strategies writers use 

while prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing.  

Students will learn to read their own work more 

critically and to constructively criticize the work of 

others. The course also provides a brief introduction 

to the writing of source-supported papers and 

methods of documenting sources. 

 

English 7B 

Fall 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  GPA below 3.0 

This course reviews the elements of all genres:  

short story, poetry, drama, and novel through a 

thematic approach.  These themes include topics 

such as commitment, challenges and independence.  

In addition, students will continue to work on their 

reading skills through reading comprehension and 

vocabulary exercises.   
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English cont. 
English 8: Composition  

Spring  
A Fall semester section will be added as needed for failures 
and early grads only 

SWIC dual credit offered for qualifying sections 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 3.0 GPA.  SWIC GPA 

requirement 3.25 for dual 
credit sections offered 

Whether students are going on to college, pursuing 

a business career, or entering a trade, writing skills 

are essential.  This course will provide a review of 

the principles of grammar and standard usage.  

Numerous writing experiences should enable 

students to improve punctuation, sentence structure, 

vocabulary, organization, and paragraphing.  Types 

of compositions written include the following:  

comparison and contrast, description, narration, 

persuasion, characterization, definition, process, 

analysis, and research paper.  Eight compositions, 

which include a 5-7page research paper, are 

required to pass the course. 

 

English 8: Creative Writing  

Spring  
SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA. SWIC GPA   

 requirement 3.25 for dual  
 credit 

In addition to providing a review of grammar and 

standard usage and utilizing numerous writing 

experiences to improve punctuation, sentence 

structure, vocabulary, organization, and 

paragraphing. Students will  explore the various 

genres for creative writing while focusing on plot 

structure, characterization, dialogue, and theme 

development as well as concepts in poetic 

writing.  Additionally, students will write a research 

paper, be it the standard research paper or a multi-

genre paper.  A minimum of six (6) creative writing 

pieces in addition to the research paper will be 

required to pass the course. 

 

English 8A 

Spring 
SWIC dual credit offered 
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 

  Prerequisites: 4.5 GPA overall or in subject 
area.  

English 8A in collaboration with SWIC English 102 

focuses on the processes of academic inquiry and 

source-supported writing, while continuing to 

practice prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing 

strategies. Students will gain experience using a 

variety of research methods including interview, 

observation, survey, peer-reviewed journals, 

electronic databases, and other written/visual/aural 

texts or artifacts. Students will use reflection to 

critically analyze and evaluate information and 

ideas from a variety of sources, and use such 

sources effectively in their own writing. 

 

 English 8B 

 Spring 
Grade:   12 
 Credit:   0.5 
 Prerequisites:  GPA below 3.0 

This course is designed for the student who needs 

extra focus on the development of writing 

sentences, writing paragraphs, and writing essays 

and who desires to strengthen his/her usage of 

English skills.  Activities should enable him/her to 

write with ease, particularly when making out 

reports, filling out applications and other forms, 

summarizing experience, writing business letters, 

and undertaking other duties in the business world.  

The student will be given some review of grammar 

and a wide variety of writing experiences.  Students 

will complete 6 writing assignments and a research 

paper. 
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English cont. 
English 9/10 

Fall and Spring 
Grade:   10, 11, 12 
Credit   0.5 

  Prerequisites: For students who have not 
passed English 1, 2, or 3. May 

only be take once.   (Not NCAA 
approved) 

This freshman or sophomore level course focuses 

on reading fiction and non-fiction, writing, and 

grammar.  Students will learn strategies to improve 

reading skills, both within literary fiction and 

reading information.  There is a focus on writing 

with a minimum of three writing assignments given.  

A mini-research project/paper will be assigned as 

well in order to expose students to gathering 

sources, summarizing, and distinguishing between 

valid evidence and fallacious evidence.  To 

determine the degree of success in attaining these 

skills, the teacher will evaluate the studentôs written 

work, class participation, homework, daily 

preparation, quizzes, tests, and the final assessment 

(if applicable). 

English 11/12 

Fall and Spring 
Grade:    11, 12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: For students who have not 

passed English 5, 6, or 7. May 

only be taken once. (Not NCAA 
approved) 

This course focuses on reading seventeenth, 

eighteenth, and nineteenth-century American and 

English fiction and non-fiction, writing, and 

grammar.  A minimum of three writing assignments 

given.  A research project/paper will be assigned as 

well in order to expose students to gathering 

sources, summarizing, and distinguishing between 

valid evidence and fallacious evidence.  To 

determine the degree of success in attaining these 

skills, the teacher will evaluate the studentôs written 

work, class participation, homework, daily 

preparation, quizzes, tests, and the final assessment 

(if applicable). 

 

Public Speaking  

Spring  
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 3.0 GPA.  SWIC GPA 

requirement 3.25 for dual 
credit 

This elective course covers the basic principles of 

writing and public speaking, including selecting a 

subject, determining the specific purpose of the 

speech, collecting materials, adapting the speech to 

a particular audience, organizing the speech, 

wording the speech, using visual materials, and 

delivering the speech.  Each student prepares and 

delivers informative and persuasive 

speeches.  Research skills will be a focus as 

students prepare speeches.  

 

Public Speaking A 

Spring  
Grade:   12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: 3.0 GPA.  SWIC GPA 

requirement 3.25 for dual 
credit 

This course covers the same topics as Public 

Speaking but students will have additional projects 

and assignments. 
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English Dept., Journalism 
Journalism 

Fall and Spring    
Grade:   10, 11, 12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: None 

This class taken once in 11th grade meets the 
English requirement; taken in 10th or 12th grade is 
an elective course. 

This course introduces students to the various forms 

of newspaper and broadcast writing, specifically 

online journalism, and to the basic steps in 

newspaper and broadcast production.  In addition to 

developing and improving their own writing skills, 

students will publish several pieces of content for 

the online school newspaper, 

www.granitehighworld.com, during the semester.  

News gathering, photography, advertising, page 

designs, and layouts are major topics and project 

possibilities.  Students will also be introduced to 

various aspects of broadcast journalism.  This 

course will count as one required English class if 

taken during the junior year. 

Journalism A  

Fall    
Grade:   11 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  4.5 GPA 

May be taken for English credit in place of English 
5A 

This accelerated course is similar in content to 

Journalism but also includes the following topics: 

history and principles, news writing, editorial 

writing, feature writing, sports writing, headline 

writing, layout, photojournalism, copy 

editing/proofreading, newspaper production, and 

video production. Students will also be required to 

attend at least 3 school events to gather news, 

interview students and take photographs for the 

high school online journalism website, 

http://www.granitehighworld.com. 

Journalism 2 
 
Spring  
Grade:   10, 11, 12 
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites: Journalism or Journalism A  

This is an elective course. 

This course is designed for in-depth journalism 

writing and procedures for students particularly 

interested in the production of the newspaper.  

Students act as the editorial staff, reporters, and 

business staff.  The teacher will select the students 

for the executive positions necessary to publishing 

the school newspaper, www.granitehighworld.com. 

 
 

Literacy & Numeric Success 

Fall and Spring 
Grade:   9 
Credit:   0.5 Prerequisites:  
   GPA, teacher, or counselor  
   recommendation 
 
This course is designed for students needing 
supports for reading comprehension and basic 
writing skills in order to find success in English 1 
and/or English 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///F:/www.granitehighworld.com
http://www.granitehighworld.com./
file:///F:/www.granitehighworld.com


27 | P a g e 
 

English Dept., Yearbook 
 

Yearbook/Lunch 

Fall and Spring   

Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.25 

Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 
 

This class is taken in combination with the full hour 

Yearbook class. 

 

 

 

 

Yearbook 

Fall and Spring Grade:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:   0.5 

Prerequisites:  3.0 GPA 

*Students must also enroll in Yearbook/Lunch if 
offered. 

Yearbook involves the planning and preparation of 

a 200 + page yearbook.  It is necessary to get 

students who are willing to put in many hours of 

extra work. It involves photography, sales, copy 

writing, accurate typing, and extensive use of 

various software programs.  
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CŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ

Introduction to Culinary Arts 

Fall and Spring  
Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12  
Credit:   0.5 
Prerequisites:  None 

This course focuses on professional food preparation, safety, sanitation, kitchen equipment operations, basic 

cooking, and basic food science.  Lab works includes lunch and dinner preparation, stocks and sauces, and 

teamwork in a kitchen environment.   

 

Vocational Culinary Arts 1 (coming SY 2023-2024) 

Fall  
Grade:   10, 11, 12  
Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisites:  Permit required; Intro. to Culinary Arts 

This course provides principles of application into the hospitality industry, 

including nutrition, culinary, and entrepreneurial opportunities. Course content 

includes the following: selection, purchase, preparation, and conservation of food, 

dietary needs and trends, regional and international cuisine, safety, sanitation, and 

careers in food service industries. All of these concepts can be interpreted through 

laboratory experiences 

Vocational Culinary Arts 2 (coming SY 2023-2024) 

Spring  
Grade:   10, 11, 12  
Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisites:  Permit required; Voc. Culinary Arts 1 

This course expands on the knowledge and skills students acquired in Vocational Culinary Arts 1. The course 

will concentrate experiences with nutrition concepts, food science, and healthy lifestyles. Students will apply 

concepts in a lab setting. 

 

 

 


